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Minutes of the Vale of Grwyney Community Council Meeting held on Monday 15

th
 April 2013 at 7.30pm in 

Glangrwyney Village Hall. 
 
Present: Cllrs John Morris (Chairman), David Sharman (Vice Chairman), Sue Shaw, Elaine Lusted, Roger Llewelyn,  

Caroline Fairclough, Prydderch Rees, Ian Mabberley & Mike Shaw.  Also in attendance: County Cllr John 
Morris and Maria James (Clerk)  
 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Nil. 

 

2. Declarations of interest in items of business listed below: Cllrs M & S Shaw Item 3.1  (personal:  
neighbouring property) 

 

3. Planning:  
3.1   Applications: 

 

(i) 13/09146/FUL Proposed two storey rear extension Rose Cottage, Glangrwyney, NP8  1EE 

Following examination of plans and documents supplied Members made the following observations: 
(a) the property is on a flood plain - a hydrologist report should be obtained; (b) the application 
involves a change of use - domestic to commercial (B&B) - is parking provision adequate; (c) the 
size/scale appears excessive.  Cllrs Shaw took no part in the discussions. 

 

(ii) 13/09169/FUL Demolition of existing garage/garden store and replacement with new unit Bronwysg, 
Llangenny NP8 1ET.  No Objections.  It was unanimously agreed to support this application. 
 

RESOLVED to write to BBNPA as outlined above. 
 

 3.2     Decisions:  
  

 It was noted the following applications have been PERMITTED: 
 

(i) 13/08820/FUL:  Replace stone tiles with slate on front extension left wing, external boiler, increase 

pitch to roof of lean-to, removal of door in east elevation, provision of internal storage partition with 
central door: Penmoel Cottage, Llangenny  NP8 1HD 

(ii) 13/08891/TREES:  Proposal to clean out deadwood in 3 Norway Maple, reduce 1 Sycamore by 3m 
distally, lime remove suckers, etc Cwrt Y Gollen Army Camp, A40, Crickhowell, Powys 

 

 It was noted the following applications have been REFUSED: 
 

(i) 13/08806/FUL & (ii) 13/08806/LBC:  Change of use of first floor room over cow house to holiday let, 
repairs, adaptions and improvements to C17

th
 stone built farmhouse building.  Ffordd Las Fawr. 

Fforest Coal Pit  NP7 7LY 
 

4. County Council Report:  JGM reported: 
 

School Budgets:  There are concerns school budgets are not being distributed evenly.  Crickhowell High 

School - the 2
nd

 best achieving school in Wales - has the lowest budget per pupil with the lowest 
performing schools having the highest (a difference of approx £2,000 per pupil).  As a result Crickhowell 
High School may have to lose one teacher.  It has to be asked why is PCC supporting failing schools at 
the expense of successful schools.  JGM hopes to have further information to report at the next meeting, 
 

7.55 Cllr Rees arrived. 
 

Councillors discussed the current refuse collection service.  It was questioned whether it was effective to 
send two vehicles to collect in the same area on the same day?  Are the recycling services in place saving 
money?  It was also reported the bins get blown over and scatter rubbish everywhere.  
 

5. Minutes of Meeting held on 15
th

 March 2013 [Page 996 – 998]:  It was proposed by Cllr Mabberley, 
seconded by Cllr Llewelyn and agreed the minutes of the March meeting be accepted as a true record 
and duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

6. Matters Arising from the Above Minutes: 

 
Page 997 Item 11:   
 

A meeting with Highways (Mr Brian Price) has been arranged for Tuesday, 16
th
 April at 1.30pm in Llanbedr 

Village Hall.  Details to be discussed under Highways. 
 

North & Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency (Mr Dean Williams) informs they are waiting for the 2013/14 
budget to be approved before he can advise whether funding is available to provide a pedestrian refuge. 
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7. Five Councils Liaison Meeting:  Crickhowell Town Council is hosting the next meeting on Wednesday 

24th April 2013 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall, Church Lane, Crickhowell.  The Police & Crime 
Commissioner (Christopher Salmon) has been invited to speak however due to work commitments is 
unavailable.  He has been invited to speak at a future meeting. 
 
Members were asked to consider agenda items recalling a previous suggestion had been funding for the 
Beacons Bus.  Following discussion it was resolved to submit “General Rubbish” (collection/fly 
tipping/litter) and noted a couple of Councillors will attend. 

 

8. Llanbedr Housing/Allotments:  Cllr Mabberley reported a resident from St Peter’s Close has expressed 
interest in the allotments and is organising a meeting in the village hall to gauge interest levels amongst 
the community.   A date has been provisionally set for the 30

th
 April.  The same resident has contacted the 

Clerk to register interest in purchasing an area of the field at the southern end of St Peter’s Close.  
Councillors agreed to discuss this further at the next Council meeting. 

 
RESOLVED to (a) write to the resident to inform him the matter will be discussed at the next 
Council meeting (b) write to inform WWHA of the community allotment meeting. 

 

9. Local Development Plan:  Cllrs Shaw attended the hearing on the 28
th
 March and reported The Park 

established the need for 2000 houses over the next 10 years.  The agents (for CYG, amongst others) 
concentrated on disparaging other sites. The Inspector took notice of everything they said in her 
deliberations.  It was reported: 
 

 Crickhowell is a ghost town with boarded up shops/restaurants closed 

 Gilwern – no one would buy there. 

 Upper House Farm - no more than 5 houses could be built here (despite the site being able to 
accommodate 40).  

 

The Inspector instructed The Park to consider CYG. She couldn’t see why it wasn’t included stating it was 
deliverable and ready to start.   
 
It is considered there are grounds for appeal as this contravenes Planning Policy Wales.  Cllr S Shaw 
believes the decision should be appealed and a challenge made through the Ombudsman. 

 
Whilst it is understood PCC need housing and Cty Cllr Morris has done much in the past he has not 
supported the community council or the community.  It was questioned whether a vote of no confidence 
should be taken considering the lack of support shown.  Whilst this was proposed by Cllr S Shaw, 
seconded by Cllr Sharman and supported the Council RESOLVED to write to Cty Cllr Morris  to express 
disappointment and concern at the lack of support he has given the council and community throughout the 
Hearings Sessions.   

 

 ACTION to write to Cty Cllr Morris as outlined above 
 

10. Web Site:  Members were asked if they were happy with the current site or whether they would prefer to 

develop an individual site (bearing in mind the Welsh Government has allocated up to £500 per community 
council for this purpose).  The majority of Members stated they did not want their photograph put on the 
site. Cllr Mabberley reported he had spoken to CRiC concerning the site and had established it was 
possible to add additional information/pages onto the present site without too much difficulty.  It was noted 
should the Council decide to develop its own purpose built site, now or in the future, it may wish to 
purchase a domain name such as ‘valeofgrwyney’ (which is understood to be currently available) at an 
approximate cost of £12.50.  It was suggested rather than ‘.co.uk’ an ‘.org’ extension be purchased.   
 
Whilst the decision on whether to develop an individual web site or continue as part of the CRiC site was 
not reached due to the at present unknown costs and expertise required it was proposed by Cllr 
Fairclough, seconded by Cllr Sharman and unanimously agreed to buy the domain name 
‘valeofgrwyney.org’. 
 

 RESOLVED:  to purchase domain name as set out above. 
 

11. Standing Orders & Financial Regulations:  The Clerk supplied a copy of the Standing Orders (based on 

One Voice Wales’ Model Standing Orders for Local Councils) and Financial Regulations for Councillors to 
study and discuss further at the next meeting.  Suggested guidelines for the public speaking section of the 
meeting (if adopted) were also circulated for consideration. 

 
ACTION: Cllr Mabberley stated he did not feel qualified to agree financial regulations and asked 
the Clerk to make enquiries with the Internal Auditor/One Voice Wales. 
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12. Any Other Business for information only:  The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority is holding a 

Charter/Liaison meeting on Saturday 27th April 10am to 2pm in Subud Hall, Brecon.  Cllrs Morris and 
Sharman will attend.  Clerk to inform Clare Parsons. 

  
13.  Finance:  

  
13.1  The following items were reported for payment:  G M James (Salary £192/Exp £25) £217; HM 

Revenue & Customs £48; One Voice Wales Subscription £100 
 
   It was reported the cheque in payment of the CRiC membership had been lost by CRiC.  The Clerk 

had arranged for this cheque to be cancelled and issued a replacement for signature. 
 
   It was proposed by Cllr Sharman, seconded by Cllr Mabberley and agreed to pay the above. 
 
 13.2  Other:  Whilst speaking with NatWest Bank the Clerk discovered Cllr Lusted was not correctly 

registered as a signatory.  A new mandate form was presented for signature.  The Clerk also 
reported the bank had refused to provide her with a statement necessary to complete end of year 
accounts.  She asked the Council if it was agreeable to signing a letter to authorise the Bank to 
supply her with information relating to the accounts.  This was duly agreed.   

 
   The Clerk also reported the internal audit is to be carried out on the 25

th
 April 2013. 

 
It was reported the Chairman had not banked his cheques (issued last May and therefore no longer 
valid) in relation to his Chairman’s Allowance and Communication Expenses.  The Chairman was 
aware of this and waiving his right to these allowances. 
 

14.  Highways:  A meeting has been arranged with Mr Brian Price of Highways for the 16
th
 April 2013. 

Members not attending were asked if there were any issues they wished to draw to his attention.  It was 
reported there were large potholes on Vicarage Hill and the road up from the Llangenny School Hall to 
Llanbedr was starting to slip again.  It was agreed to discussed matters generally in the hall and then 
proceed with site visits to Grwyne Fawr and Grwyne Fechan.   

 
15. Reports on Meetings Attended: 
 

(i) PAVO 25
th
 March:  Cllr Fairclough reported she was unable to attend due to snow. 

 (ii)  TIC (Tourist Information Centre):  Cllr Mabberley reported funding from PCC (£15,000 pa) runs out 
next year and cannot be guaranteed in the future. 

 (iii) Health Board Meeting:  Cllr Prydderch reported he had sent apologies. The Chairman stated he had 
received a summary of the meeting and reported: there is no measles outbreak in Crickhowell; 
phones in Crickhowell surgery have increased (4 to 8); Alzheimers was discussed; people attending 
A&E in Brecon are seen quicker than in Nevill Hall. 

 
16. The following correspondence was noted and discussed as appropriate: 

 
1. Brecknock & Radnor Community Health Council:   Minutes of 28th January Meeting & Agenda 
2. Crickhowell TC:  Next Five Councils Liaison Meeting will be held on 24

th
 April At 7.30pm in the Parish 

Hall, Church Lane, Crickhowell.  Agenda items requested by 17
th
 April. 

3. CRiC:  request for replacement cheque (membership fee) – original lost 
4. Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Authority Annual Improvement Plan:  www.mawwfire.gov.uk 
5. One Voice Wales:  Fifth Annual Big Lunch – Sunday, 2

nd
 June www.thebiglunch.com  

6. Dean Williams:  Traffic Calming - budgets should be available for 2013/14 mid/end April.  
7. Police & Crime Commissioner for Dyfed Powys:  apologies sent - unable to attend 5 Councils. 
8. Bronwen Bermingham:  internal audit. 
9. One Voice Wales:  agenda for Brecon & Radnor Area Meeting (19/04) and Minutes (08/02) meeting. 
10. Police & Crime Commissioner: Consultation on Police & Crime Plan.  Details can be found: 

www.dyfed-powys.pcc.police.uk/en/Priorities-and-Policies/Priority-Setting/Priority-Setting.aspx 
11. Gregory:  register interest in purchasing area of the field at the southern end of St Peter's Close  
12. Gregory:  details of allotment meeting to be held end of April. 
13. BBNPA:  notice permission has been granted for a) Application 13/08820/FUL:  b) 13/0889/TPO 
14. BBNPA:  notice applications have been refused: a) 13/08806/FUL and b) 12/08543/LBC  
15. PCC:  Charity Trustee Interests – agreed T/Community councillors where membership was not as 

result of being elected, appointed or nominated to the Voluntary Organisation by their Council should 
be viewed in the same light as trustees of registered charities for the purpose of granting a blanket 
dispensation. 

 

http://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/
http://www.thebiglunch.com/
http://www.dyfed-powys.pcc.police.uk/en/Priorities-and-Policies/Priority-Setting/Priority-Setting.aspx
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16. BBNPA:  planning applications 13/09146/FUL Rose Cottage, Glangrwyney, NP8  1EE and 

13/09169/FUL Bronwysg, Llangenny NP8 1ET 
17. Cardiff School of Planning & Geography:  Wales Rural Observatory Services Survey 2013 
18. Lora Davies, BBNPA:  Volunteers required for Scrutiny Panel www.breconbeacons.org.  To register 

interest/further information contact Julia Gruffydd Julia.gruffydd@breconbeacons.org 01874 629400 or 
Lora Davies 01874 620438. 

19. One Voice Wales:  Training Module 1 The Council – Thursday 11
th
 April – Brecon 

20. One Voice Wales:  fallen stock guidance 
21. One Voice Wales:  measles outbreak–factsheet 
22. One Voice Wales:  Allotments/Community Growing Training Programme 

23. One Voice Wales: fallen stock revised guidance 
24. Play for Wales:  play news and briefing from the national charity for play - Issue 39 Spring 2013.  

 
17.  Late Correspondence 

 
1. BBNPA:  ‘Walking with Offa’ Business Workshop in Abergavenny on Monday 22 April 2013:   
2. One Voice Wales:  Brecon & Radnor Area Committee Minutes & Agenda for 19

th
 April Meeting in 

Llandrindod Wells (7pm) 
3. CRiC: AGM 1st May 2013 - 7.30pm CRiC Centre. 
4. OVW:  Community Allotment Training – cost £10 (Cllr Mabberley booked onto 8

th
 May session in Brecon) 

5. OVW;  Western Power Distribution  Workshop – 22/04 Bristol Zoo/25/04  Wales Millennium Centre 
6. Zurich Insurance Renewal Notice: £243.80 due 01/06/13 
7. OVW:  Revised Guidance for Fallen Stock (CIRCULATED) 
8. AON:  Come Back to AON for your insurance 
9. OVW:  Planning Training Module to be held in partnership with Planning Aid Wales – on land use 

planning system in Wales – if interested register interest with OVW 
 

18.  Clerk’s Report/ Items for inclusion in the next Agenda:  The Clerk referred to the February meeting 

(Page 994 Item 14) and informed Council the First World War Memorial was in the Fforest Chapel.  Cllr 
Fairclough reported she is currently arranging access into the Chapel in order to see the memorial.  It was 
questioned whether the Council wants to do anything to commemorate the First World War and agreed to 
discuss at a future meeting.  

   
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at   21.19   pm. 
 
 

http://www.breconbeacons.org/
mailto:Julia.gruffydd@breconbeacons.org

