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INTRODUCTION TO THE VALE OF GRWYNEY 
 

 
 
The community of The Vale of Grwyney is the most south-easterly community in 
Powys. The area is defined by two valleys: the Grwyne Fechan (to the west) and 
the Grwyne Fawr (on the eastern boundary) which rise in the Black Mountains and 
converge near Llanbedr before joining the River Usk, which forms the southern 
boundary of the community. 
 
The northern half of the community comprises largely uninhabited moorland and the 
extensive Mynydd Ddu Forest.  To the south Llanbedr, Llangenny and Glangrwyney 
are the major villages, with the remainder of the population living in scattered farms 
and dwellings in the two valleys and in the small settlement of Partrishow.  The whole 
of this community lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.   
 
The eastern boundary mostly follows the Grwyne Fawr River (an SSSI) which acts as 
the border between Powys and Monmouthshire.  
 
Llanbedr, Llangenny and Glangrwyney each have a pub, but there are no shops in 
the community.  There is primary school serving the area in Llanbedr and a chapel in 
Glangrwyney and churches in Llanbedr, Llangenny and Partrishow. 
 
The community is 11.3 miles (18.2Km) in length and 4.25 miles (6.9Km) at its widest 
point.  It has a population of around 700. 
 
  



 
 
THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
Community Councils are local authorities created by statute to represent the 
communities they serve.  As the lowest tier of local government they are closest to the 
people of Wales and therefore able to represent local views and support their 
communities by providing local services and facilities.   
 
The Vale of Grwyney Community Council consists of nine people (Councillors) 
elected to serve the community in which they live or work.   
 
Each year in May the Council holds an Annual Meeting in which it elects a Chairman.   
 
In 2021/22 the Council elected Cllr John Morris as Chairman and Cllr Elaine Lusted 
as Vice Chair.  Cllr John Morris was also appointed One Voice Wales and Llanbedr 
Allotment Society representative.  Cllr Elaine Lusted was appointed the Llanbedr 
School Board of Governors representative and Cllr Jeff Greenidge the Glangrwyney 
Village Hall representative. 
 
The Council strives to improve the economic, social and environmental well-being of 
the people and community it serves.   
 
Whilst the Council does not own any premises and has limited tangible assets it has 
leased an area of ground off St Peter’s Close in Llanbedr to provide a nature garden 
and community orchard.  It was also instrumental in creating community allotments in 
Llanbedr.  The Council is supported by one member of staff, the Clerk, who is 
employed on a part-time basis.   
 
Its activities fall into three main categories: 
  

 Representing the local community; 
 Delivering services to meet local needs; 
 Striving to improve quality of life and well-being. 
 

The Council has established strong partnership links with Powys County Council and 
other organisations and influence other decision makers for delivery of services to 
meet local needs.   It aims to represent the community by: 

 
 campaigning on local issues 
 commenting on planning  
 organising community events  
 improving the local environment 
 supporting local organisations/activities 
 

Whilst the Council has an extensive range of discretionary powers which enables it to 
provide and maintain a variety of important and visible local services, it cannot spend 
money if there is no statutory power to do so, it must operate within the powers and 
duties laid down in statute.   
 
 
  



 
MEETINGS 
 
 
The pandemic has changed the way the Council works.  Legalisation now enables it 
to hold hybrid meetings.  This gives people the option of attending either physically 
(in the village hall) or remotely (via the video conferencing platform Zoom).  Meetings 
take place on the third Monday of the month and start at 7:30pm.   
 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and may request permission to speak 
on a relevant topic by contacting the Clerk.  The agenda, details of how to join 
remotely and minutes of our meetings can be found on our web site: 
www.valeofgrwyney.org 
 
The Council can be contacted via the Clerk:  
email valeofgrwyneycc@gmail.com  telephone 01873 890777 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 
 
The council precept is the main source of council income and represents the amount 
of council tax paid by households in the Vale of Grwyney that is allocated to the 
Community Council.   
 
The annual precept in 2021/22 was £8,000 (equating to £16.08 per household per 
annum based on a Band D property) 
 
During 2021/22 Council expenditure was: 
 
Salary 3,500.00 

Office Expenses  336.00 

General Administration 168.08 

Hire of Halls/Zoom  172.68 

Professional Fees 1,056.14 

Water Charges  28.85 

Donations  1,856.00 

Travelling Expenses  75.60 

Community Project  81.00 

 
 
The Council retains reserves of approximately £5,000 to deal with unforeseen 
contingencies and emergencies.     
 
It has earmarked £2,000 towards the cost of restoring of Llangenny Water Fountain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
COUNCILLORS (2021/2022) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Cllr Colin Alford 
Llanbedr Ward   
 

 

Cllr Caroline Fairclough  
Llanbedr Ward   
 

 

Cllr John Morris (Chairman) 
Llanbedr Ward 
 
Llanbedr Allotment Representative 
One Voice Wales Representative 

 

Cllr Paul Morris 
Llanbedr Ward 
 

 

Cllr Phillip Bowker 
Llangenny & Glangrwyney Ward 
 

 

Cllr Dean Christy 
Llangenny & Glangrwyney Ward 
 

 

Cllr Jeff Greenidge  
Llangenny & Glangrwyney Ward 
 
Glangrwyney Village Hall Representative 

 

Cllr Elaine Lusted (Vice Chair) 
Llangenny & Glangrwyney Ward 
 
Llanbedr School Representative 

 
 

Cllr David Sharman 
Llangenny & Glangrwyney Ward 
 



COUNCILLOR ALLOWANCES 
 
 

Payments to members are made available to encourage a diversity of willing and 
able people to undertake local governance through their elected, appointed or co-
opted roles.  These expenses are determined by an independent body, the 
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales. 

The Panel determined all community and town councils must make available a 
payment to each of their members of £150 per year as a contribution to costs and 
expenses.  It also mandated the council must reimburse costs for the care of 
dependent children and adults.   

 
In 2021/2022 no payments were claimed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WHAT WE DID IN 2021/2022 
 
 
 

 During 2021/2022 the Council donated £1,856 to charitable organisations 
including Wales Air Ambulance and Llangenny Village Land Group whose aim 
is to eradicate Himalayan Balsam and other evasive plants from The Vale.   
 

 We pledged support for Glangrwyney Village Hall’s modernisation plans by 
agreeing to donate £2,000 towards the costs over a three year period. 
 

 We ran a “Summer of Fun Photographic Challenge” to encourage children to 
explore the great outdoors, to “look” at their surroundings and take 
photographs of interesting landmarks, insects, ruins, etc. 
 

 We met with James Evans MS, Dyfed Powys Police and representatives from 
the Community Speed Watch Scheme to highlight dangers with speeding 
along the A40 in Glangrwyney village.   We have succeeded in arranging for 
road markings to be modified and signs erected to slow traffic down.  We 
continue to lobby for permission to install a speed camera.   
 



 We joined forces with other members of the Five Councils (Crickhowell TC, 
Llangattock CC, Llangynidr CC and Cwmdu CC) to lobby Welsh Government 
to review the safety of the A40 between Crickhowell Square and Llanbedr 
Road in light of the proposed development of the former Conservative Club. 
 

 We opposed, and continue to oppose, the closure of Llanbedr School and 
have made representations to James Evans AM and Fay Jones MP.  
 

 We supported the installation of a plaque on Glangrwyney Bridge to 
commemorate the life of Dicky Valentine who sadly died in a car accident on 
the bridge in 1971. 
 

 We wrote to Julie James MS, the Minister responsible for planning to request 
retrospective planning fees within the National Park are increased significantly 
to discourage people from blatantly by-passing the planning system.  
 

 We are planning to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by organising a 
Community Picnic and Fun Day and a photographic exhibition.  We also plan 
to create a Jubilee Walk by planting trees in strategic routes along The Vale to 
highlight landmarks and commemorate the Queen’s 70 year reign. 
 

 

WHAT WE PLAN TO DO  

 
The restoration of the Water Fountain in Llangenny is continuing slowly.  We plan to 
connect it to a new mains water supply and repoint the stonework which has been 
damaged by ivy growth 
 
 

 
                                                                                                               

                                                                                        
The water fountain is Grade II listed therefore 
before we could do anything we first had to obtain 
listed building consent.   
 
The Heritage Officer at the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority fully supports our plans to 
sympathetically restore, re-commission and 
rejuvenate this part of our local heritage and has 
provided advice on what materials should be 
used.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whilst the pandemic has delayed the project we have now obtained planning 
permission and are seeking funding towards the costs involved.  
 
 



                                                                                                                                                    
The nature garden and community orchard 
created on the ground off St Peter’s Close 
remains work in progress.   
 
We have planted crab apples, apple and 
pear trees, constructed a bug hotel, installed 
nesting boxes and hedgehog houses.  
 
 

 
 
 
We are pleased to hear it has been visited a variety of wildlife including deer and 
birds.  It also became home for a family of hedgehogs.  
 
The work is ongoing and we are keen to hear from residents about how they would 
like to see this space developed for the community to use and enjoy. 
 

WHAT WE CONTINUE TO DO  

The Council is committed to working for its residents. It regularly takes action in the 
interests of the community and routinely:  
 

 reports potholes/highway issues  
 comments on planning applications 
 responds to Welsh Government consultations  

We care about our community and want to continue to make it a great place in 
which to live. 

 

If you have an idea or plan which you think will benefit the 
community, either socially or environmentally please let us know.    

 


